This language informs everyone that the building official may accept reports from people or agencies
other than those employed by the jurisdiction itself. Even top-notch building departments can find that
plans for construction of a sports complex, nursing home, high rise, co-generation facility or similar high
profile projects can impact review schedules within a department, and ultimately issuance of permits for
many projects. This language also informs building officials that they may establish requirements for the
person or agency submitting such reports. Those outside parties are, rightly, often held to a higher set of
standards than the people that work with and for the building official.

Benefit
Notice that nothing in this language says that if someone pays more for a permit, they can obtain an
expedited review. The focus is and should be on recognizing that if a set of plans are properly reviewed
by an approved person or agency, the building official should be able to perform the review and issue the
permit with less effort. By reducing the overall effort of the building official, plans can be expedited
without negative impact on overall targets for plan reviews and similar services. Cost for the expedited
review is generally paid by the developer/designer directly to a party approved by the building official.
This cost is often considerably less than interest on a construction loan or paying subcontractors to sit
and wait until plans are approved. The free market determines if and when an approved party will be
used in addition to services provided by a building department.
Done right, the expedited review of construction documents will cost the building department nothing,
while at the same time producing building plans that have undergone code review prior to submittal to the
building department, saving the building department both time and money. Note also that the building
department maintains complete control over the approved parties and permit issuance.
For detailed information on one successful Expedited Building Plan Review program, see information
provided on Fairfax County’s website at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/epr/. Fairfax County’s
program is established to recognize approved people that can submit reports concerning the review of
building plans to the adopted codes. A program could just as easily be established to recognize
approved companies that meet similar requirements.

